CITY OF LACOMBE
young residence
Original Owner: Ormiston and Margaret Young
Date of Construction: c. 1948
HS 97307

STATEMENT OF INTEGRITY
The young residence, in its original location, is in
excellent condition, displaying many original elements
including its decorative chimney, its porch awning and
metal window awnings. Some of the windows on the side
and rear elevations have been replaced with new vinyl
windows and there was a small addition added to the
west and north sides of the house.

DESCRIPTION OF HISTORIC PLACE
The young residence is a one-storey, side-gabled
modern bungalow with Colonial Revival influences.
The house is located on a unique corner lot on 49
Avenue and C&e Trail southwest of downtown in the
City of Lacombe. The rectangular plan house features a
projecting pent roof awning over an asymmetrical entryway,
triple assembly wooden-sash casement windows and
decorative brick detailing.

HERITAGE VALUE OF HISTORIC
PLACE
Built circa 1948, the young residence is valued as a
fine example of the popular Colonial-inspired
Modern
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bungalows that were constructed in the post-war boom in
Lacombe. Spurred by the Leduc oil boom in 1947,
Lacombe witnessed a period of growth, prosperity and
positivism in the post-war climate. Coupled with this
period of immense growth was an embrace of modern
architecture and technology. modern design was
relatively new to Lacombe in the early 1950s, and this
residence represents an early expression of the modern
movement that would eventually dominate as the primary
building type in the town. These solid, modest houses
were immensely popular with the middle class after the
Second World War, as they were affordable and wellsuited to the suburban ideal; clean cut and modern but
referencing comforting, historical tradition as evidenced
through its Colonial details. Such houses were usually
based on pattern or plan book designs, which contributed
to their affordability. elements of the Colonial modern
style are evident in its clean, modern lines, its one-storey
massing with wide lapped siding and projecting pent roof
awning supported on paired columns shielding the
multilight wooden entry door. Decorative parged
concrete detailing at the foundation and exterior chimney
and original wooden casement windows
with metal awnings add elegance and an element of
traditionalism to this modern home. Finely-detailed
brickwork accents the chimney and entryway of this
picturesque modern abode.
The young residence is further valued for its association
with first owners Ormiston and Margaret Young, originally
from ontario, who had this house built for their growing
family. Their nephew, ross young, a County Assessor,
lived in the house after they moved out.

cHaracter-DeFining eleMentS
Key elements that define the heritage character of the
young residence include its:
•

location on the north side of 49 Avenue on a corner
lot at C & E Trail southwest of downtown in the City
of Lacombe;

•

siting on a triangular lot;

•

residential form, scale and massing, as expressed
by its one-storey height with side-gable roof with
narrow closed eaves;

YOUNG RESIDENCE

Statements of significance

•

wooden-frame construction with wide lapped
siding; decorative parged concrete foundation
with quoining detailing; pressed red brick
detailing;

•

Colonial Modern-style details; including its long
rambling massing; wide lapped siding; pent roof
awning supported by paired, tripled narrow square
columns; curved brick stairs to central entryway;

•

original fenestration including triple assembly
wooden-sash casement windows with multipane
upper sash; single assembly two-over-one or threeover-one casement windows with exterior wooden
storms; original multilight wooden main entryway
door.

Situation of residence on corner lot (2012)

rear of post-war bungalow (2012)
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